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Introduction

Welcome to S.T.B.l 101 — Secure the Bag Initiative.

At Hustle Outreach Alliance (HOA), our mission is simple: Helping Uplift Society Through
Leadership & Entrepreneurship (H.U.S.T.L.E.). We believe that financial literacy, credit
empowerment, and access to capital are keys to breaking cycles of struggle and creating lasting
wealth.

This book is designed to give you a blueprint for credit success — from fixing your credit, to
learning how the wealthy leverage it, to understanding your rights under the law.

Whether you're starting fresh, rebuilding after setbacks, or preparing to launch a business, this guide
will help you secure the bag — the right way.

1. Why Fixing Your Credit Matters

Strong credit isn’t just about a number on your report — it's about access, freedom, and
opportunity.

e Access to Capital: Banks, credit unions, and online lenders use your personal and business
credit when deciding to fund you.

e Lower Interest Rates: A 6% loan can save you thousands compared to an 18% loan.
e Vendor Trust: Suppliers often check credit before granting “net 30” or “net 60” payment terms.
e Business Insurance: Better credit can reduce premiums.

e Leasing Power: Landlords and equipment leasing companies often pull your credit.



e Emergency Flexibility: Credit gives you breathing room when cash flow dips.

%’ For entrepreneurs: At the start, your personal credit is your business credit. Fixing it is step
one in building wealth.

2. Credit Score Basics

Your score is calculated using weighted categories:

e Payment History (35%) — Pay everything on time.

e Credit Utilization (30%) — Keep balances low (under 30%, ideally 10%).
e Length of Credit History (15%) — The older the better.

e Credit Mix (10%) — Cards + loans.

e New Accounts / Inquiries (10%) — Too many applications = lower score.

1| Translation: Pay on time, keep balances low, and build history.

3. Step-by-Step Credit Rebuild Plan (3—6 Months)

This is your action roadmap:

1. Pull All 3 Reports — AnnualCreditReport.com (Equifax, Experian, TransUnion).

2. Dispute Inaccuracies — Fix wrong names, addresses, or duplicate accounts.

3. Handle Collections — Request debt validation (if inaccurate) or negotiate “Pay for Delete.”
4. Lower Utilization — Pay balances down. Add a secured card or builder loan.

5. Add Positive Tradelines — Use lightly, pay in full, or become an authorized user.

6. Stay Current — Autopay minimums to avoid late payments.



7. Avoid Hard Inquiries — Don’t apply for every card in sight.

~/ Expected Results (6 months):

e Month 1-2 — +40-70 points
e Month 2—4 — +40-60 points
e Month 4-6 — +50+ points

e Total Gain: 120-180 points possible

2 Golden Rule: Remove negatives + Add positives + Keep balances low + Pay on time.

4. How the Rich Utilize Credit

The wealthy play the credit game differently:

1. Leverage Other People’s Money (OPM) — Borrow cheap, invest high.

2. Separate Assets from Risk — Use business credit to protect personal wealth.
3. Credit for Expansion — Scale without waiting to “save up.”

4. Maximize Rewards — Cards pay them back with perks.

5. Maintain Cash Flow — Use credit for expenses, keep cash invested.

6. Arbitrage — Borrow at 5%, invest at 12%.

7. Protect Assets — Borrow in emergencies instead of liquidating.

8. Tax Strategy — Borrow against assets instead of selling and triggering taxes.

~~ Difference in Mindset:

e Poor — Borrow to consume (cars, clothes, lifestyle).

e Rich — Borrow to invest (businesses, real estate, cash flow).



5. Best Practices & Tips (Beyond the Basics)

Pay more than once a month — Keeps balances low.

Ask for credit limit increases — Lowers utilization (but avoid too many inquiries).
Keep old accounts open — Longer history = stronger score.

Diversify your mix — Cards + loans.

Limit hard inquiries — Don’t apply recklessly.

Piggyback carefully — Authorized user accounts can help, but not always.
Check for fraud/errors — Many reports have mistakes.

Use free dispute tools — Always save proof.

Legal help if needed — FCRA attorneys can fight for you.

. Scoring Models & Alternatives You Should Know

FICO Score — Industry standard, used by most lenders.
VantageScore — Alternative, created by the 3 major bureaus.

Key Difference: VantageScore 4.0 excludes paid collections and weighs trends more.

+ Translation: Your score may look slightly different depending on which model is pulled.

7. Disputes & Your Legal Rights

"4 What You Can Dispute



e Wrong personal info

e Accounts that aren’t yours

e Paid collections still showing
e Duplicate accounts

e Incorrect balances or statuses

Key Laws to Know

e FCBA §1666 — Fix billing errors (credit cards).

e FDCPA §1692(g) — Right to validate debts.

e FCRA §1681c(a) — Negative items drop after 7 years (10 for bankruptcy).
e FCRA §1681s-2 — Lenders must report accurately.

e FCRA §1681i — Bureaus must investigate disputes in 30 days.

Sample Letters

e Billing error dispute
e Debt validation request
e Outdated info removal

e Inaccurate furnisher reporting

General bureau dispute

(Always keep copies, send certified mail if possible.)

8. Tools & Resources



e AnnualCreditReport.com — Free reports
e Equifax / Experian / TransUnion portals — Online disputes
e Credit Builder Tools — Discover Secured, Capital One Secured, Self, CreditStrong

e Legal Resources — FCRA/FDCPA attorneys if bureaus fail to correct errors

Bottom Line

Credit is more than numbers. It’s:

e Fuel for growth — access to loans, vendors, and expansion.
e Protection — separating personal and business finances.

e Wealth-building leverage — borrowing to invest instead of just consume.

Secure the bag the smart way:

e Fix your credit.
e Use credit to build, not just spend.

e Play the game like the wealthy do.

] Closing Words

This guide is just the beginning. Credit is one of the most powerful wealth-building tools in America
— if you use it wisely.

The Secure the Bag Initiative (S.T.B.l1) by Hustle Outreach Alliance (H.O.A) is about
empowerment. By learning how credit works, protecting your financial reputation, and leveraging
credit like the wealthy do, you’re not just fixing a number — you’re unlocking opportunities for
freedom, business growth, and generational wealth.

Your credit is your key. Use it. Protect it. Grow it.



Now go secure the bag.
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Sample Credit Dispute Letters

1. Billing Error Dispute (FCBA — §1666)

[Your Name]

[Your Address]

[City, State ZIP]

[Date]

[Creditor Name]

[Billing Inquiries Address]

Re: Dispute under 15 U.S.C. §1666 — Billing Error

Dear Sir/Madam,

| am writing to dispute a billing error on my account [Account Number]. On my [Month/Year]
statement, a charge of [$XXX] was listed that | did not authorize / was not credited correctly.
Under 15 U.S.C. §1666, please investigate this error and make the appropriate correction. |
have enclosed copies of [receipts, statements, etc.] supporting my position.

Sincerely,

[Your Signature]

2. Debt Validation Request (FDCPA - §1692(g))

[Your Name]

[Your Address]

[City, State ZIP]

[Date]

[Debt Collector Name]

[Debt Collector Address]



Re: Debt Validation Request under 15 U.S.C. §1692(g)

Dear Sir/Madam,

| received a notice regarding an alleged debt with [Creditor Name], account #[XXXX]. | am
requesting validation of this debt under 15 U.S.C. §1692(g). Please provide:

- Original creditor’'s name and address

- Proof that this debt is mine

- An itemized statement of the amount owed

Until validation is provided, please cease all collection activity and reporting.
Sincerely,

[Your Signature]

3. Outdated Item Dispute (FCRA — §1681c(a))

[Your Name]

[Your Address]

[City, State ZIP]

[Date]

[Credit Bureau Name]

[Address]

Re: Obsolete Information under 15 U.S.C. §1681c

Dear Sir/Madam,

I am disputing the following item as obsolete under the Fair Credit Reporting Act:
[Account/Collection #XXXX] from [Creditor/Collector].

This account was first delinquent on [Date], which is over seven years ago. Under 15 U.S.C.
§1681c(a), this item must be removed as it exceeds the allowable reporting period.

Please delete this obsolete account immediately.



Sincerely,

[Your Signature]

4. Inaccurate Furnisher Reporting (FCRA — §1681s-2)

[Your Name]

[Your Address]

[City, State ZIP]

[Date]

[Creditor/Furnisher Name]

[Address]

Re: Dispute under 15 U.S.C. §1681s-2

Dear Sir/Madam,

| am disputing the accuracy of the following information you are furnishing to credit reporting
agencies:

[Describe account, account #, and error].

Under 15 U.S.C. §1681s-2, you are required to investigate and ensure accurate reporting.
Please correct or delete this inaccurate information and notify all credit reporting agencies to
which you furnish data.

Sincerely,

[Your Signature]

5. General Dispute with Bureau (FCRA — §1681i)

[Your Name]

[Your Address]

[City, State ZIP]

[Date]



[Credit Bureau Name]

[Address]

Re: Credit Report Dispute under 15 U.S.C. §1681i

Dear Sir/Madam,

| am disputing the accuracy of the following information on my credit report:

[List each item with account number and why it's wrong]

This information is inaccurate/incomplete and must be investigated. Under 15 U.S.C. §1681i,
you have 30 days to investigate and respond.

| have enclosed supporting documents (ID, proof of address, statements). Please delete or
correct this information as required by law.

Sincerely,

[Your Signature]



Credit Bureaus — Mailing Addresses

Send credit report dispute letters directly to the three major bureaus:
Equifax

Equifax Information Services LLC
P.O. Box 740256
Atlanta, GA 30374-0256
. (866) 349-5191

& ntips: : Uoredit-report-seryi edi

Experian

Experian
P.O. Box 4500
Allen, TX 75013
€. (888) 397-3742

€ https://www.experian.com/disputes/main.html

TransUnion

TransUnion Consumer Solutions
P.O. Box 2000
Chester, PA 19016-2000
€. (800) 916-8800

€ https://www.transunion.com/credit-disputes/dispute-your-credit

@ Creditors & Lenders

e Billing Error Letters (FCBA §1666) — Send directly to the creditor’s “Billing Inquiries”
address, NOT their “payment address.”

e Usually listed on your billing statement.



https://www.equifax.com/personal/credit-report-services/credit-dispute
https://www.experian.com/disputes/main.html
https://www.transunion.com/credit-disputes/dispute-your-credit

03 Debt Collectors

e Debt Validation Requests (FDCPA §1692(g)) — Send directly to the debt collector who
contacted you.

e Use the address listed in their collection notice.

«* Tips for Sending Disputes
e Always send by Certified Mail with Return Receipt. This gives you legal proof they received it.
o Keep copies of every letter + enclosures for your records.

e Never send originals of supporting documents — only copies.
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